SPEED WAYS TO SPLIT TEXT IN 
GOOGLE SHEETS

By: Raihani Mohamed, P.Tech., PhD., UPM.

Introduction

When we work with a lot of text data, we will encounter with tasks such as to split the words into columns or concatenate the words in separate columns into one column. Manually split and concatenate the text leads to tedious and inefficient process. 

[image: Google sheests logo]
Figure 1: Google sheets (GS).

We will look into the following two ways on dealing with text using the Google Sheets. The two ways as follow:
1. Split text from a column
2. Concatenate texts from 2 or more columns


Split text from a column

When we are dealing with data that required to be split such as separating first names and last names and the address that need to split into columns of street address, city and state. Manual separation required extra afford and inefficient. Here, there are 2 ways to split the text using GS spreadsheet.

Method 1: 
1. Using spreadsheet into Google Sheets, select the text or column, then click the Data menu and select Split text to columns...

[image: Showing Excel and the interface for first step.
]
Figure 2: First Step.

2. Google Sheets will open a small menu beside the selected to select to split by comma, space, semicolon, period, or custom character. 

[image: Showing Excel and the interface for second step.
]
Figure 3: Second Step.

3. Select the delimiter your text uses, and Google Sheets will automatically split the text.
[image: Showing Excel and the interface for first step.
]
Figure 4: First Step.

Method 2:

Using the SPLIT function in Google Sheets is used to divide a text string (or value) around a given delimiter and output the separate pieces into their own cells.	

SPLIT Function:

Let’s see a simple example using SPLIT to separate a list of names in cell A1:

[image: Showing Excel and the interface for first step using formula SPLIT Function.
]
Figure 5: First Step.


This simple SPLIT formula will separate these names, using the comma as the separator:

=SPLIT(A1,",")




[image: column A1 with many names with output, column D with empty output.]
Figure 6: Second Step.

Now watch what happens if we include a space in the delimiter, i.e. ", "


=SPLIT(A1,", ")



The function splits on the comma "," and on the space " ", so the name “Nur Farah” split in two:
[image: Showing output in GS formula SPLIT Function.
Formula =SPLIT(A1,", ")]
Figure 7: Third Step.

This is probably not the desired output.
The third argument is an optional TRUE or FALSE that determines whether SPLIT considers each individual character of the delimiter (TRUE) or only the full combination as the separator to use (FALSE). 
In our example, adding FALSE ensures that it only considers the combined comma/space string as the delimiter:
=SPLIT(A1,", ", FALSE)



The output looks like this:

[image: The output using function splits on the comma "," and on the space " ", so the name “Nur Farah” not split in two column]
Figure 8: Forth Step.

SPLIT Function in Google Sheets: Syntax

=SPLIT(text, delimiter, [split_by_each], [remove_empty_text])


The syntax takes 4 arguments:
text
This is the text string or value in the cell that you want to split. It can also be a reference to a cell with a value in, or even the output of a nested formula, provided that output is a string or value and not an array.
delimiter
The character or characters used to split the text. Note that by default, all characters are used in the division. So a delimiter of “the” will split a text string on “the”, “he”,”t”,”h”,”e” etc. 
This outout can be controlled by the next argument:
split_by_each
This argument is optional and takes a TRUE or FALSE value only. If omitted, it’s assumed to be TRUE.
The TRUE behavior splits by individual characters in the delimiter and any combination of them. The FALSE behavior does not consider the characters separately, and only divides on the entire delimiter.
remove_empty_text
The fourth and final argument is optional and takes a TRUE or FALSE value only. If omitted, it’s assumed to be TRUE.
It specifies what to do with empty results in the SPLIT output. For example, suppose you’re splitting a text string with a "," and your string looks like this: “Ahmad, Farah,,Jeanny,Simon”

Between the names Farah and Jeanny are two commas with no value between them.
Setting this final argument of the SPLIT function to FALSE results in a blank cell in the output. If this fourth argument is omitted or set to TRUE, then the blank cell is removed and “Farah” and “Jeanny” appear in adjacent cells.
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